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Agenda Item 4: Develop measures for improved utilization of the VHF band

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 Under this agenda item, the meeting reviewed the Aeronautical
Mobile Communications Panel's (AMCP) work programme pertinent to improved
utilization of the very high frequency (VHF) band, followed by a review of
papers on the subject submitted to the meeting.  Finally, the meeting
addressed future work on the issue and formulated plans accordingly.

4.2 Need for improved utilization of the VHF band

4.2.1 The meeting reviewed the documentation regarding congestion in the
VHF band, particularly in certain parts of Europe.  The meeting was aware that
the issue had been addressed at the Communications/Meteorology/Operations
(COM/MET/OPS) Divisional Meeting (1990) under Agenda Item 2, which developed
Recommendation 2/4, resulting in the addition to the AMCP work programme of
this agenda item.

4.2.2 A report of activities of the European Frequency Co-ordinating
Body (EUR FCB) and its subordinate group was provided to the meeting.  It
covered their work from 1987 to 1991 on the issue of congestion and their
attempts to meet stated operational requirements in the European area.  The
criteria for protection of the various types of services was provided, along
with details of utilization of the band.  The EUR FCB summary report also
documented the improvement efforts that had been considered, some of which
have been implemented and others which are being planned.  Finally, the report
provided recommendations for further action by States and/or ICAO.

4.2.3 A paper was submitted by the United Kingdom which provided details
on the history of growth in their VHF channel requirements, as well as the
growth in the number of valid air operators certificates from 1982 to 1989. 
In addition, the meeting was provided with details of studies being undertaken
by the United Kingdom in support of possible future developments in the
provision of VHF air-ground services.  Finally, details of the effect of
12.5 kHz spacing on offset carrier area coverage systems and on regions not
implementing that solution were provided to the meeting for consideration if
that option is recommended.

4.2.4 The meeting reviewed material submitted by the United States which
described activities which were initiated in response to recommendations from
the COM/MET/OPS Divisional Meeting (1990).  Included in the material were
details regarding the work of RTCA (formerly the Radio Technical Commission
for Aeronautics) Special Committee 172, which had been tasked with proposing
recommendations for future air-ground communications improvements for the
118—137 MHz VHF band.  Its work also includes the development of
signal-in-space characteristics for an aeronautical telecommunication network
(ATN) and digital voice-compatible VHF digital data link system.
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4.3 Proposals regarding future work

4.3.1 The meeting noted that its future work under this agenda item
should closely interface with the work on the development of draft SARPs for a
VHF digital link being progressed under the panel's work on Agenda Item 3.  It
was also agreed that due to the shortage of time available to the meeting and
the complexity of the subjects being addressed, it was not possible to fully
consider the details of the submitted papers at this meeting.

4.3.2 It was agreed by the meeting that the tasking of Working Group B,
which had been charged by AMSSP/3 to address AMSS frequency issues, should be
enlarged to cover VHF utilization issues.  It was further agreed that the
papers identified for Agenda Item 4 of AMCP/1 would be referred to Working
Group B for detailed consideration.  Participants in that working group were
requested to bring their copies of those papers to the next working group
meeting to avoid further reproduction.

4.3.3 The meeting then discussed and approved a work programme and
schedule for its further work on this item, which is provided at Appendix A.
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